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Friday 3rd July 2020 
From Mr Livesey 
 
Please note that Beverley Akpan, the nursery manager, will be leaving Longwood on 20th August in 

order to fulfil other interests in her life. 

We all wish to thank Beverley for her inspiration and commitment to our business and supporting its 

success over the last 38 years. She has dedicated most of her life to guide Longwood’s successful 

development and nurtured thousands of children.  

Beverley started working for my mother as the manager of our Rainbow Nursery in a large church 

hall in Kilburn. Things were very different then and although regulation and curriculum for the early 

years was virtually non-existent, the hard work included packing everything away in store cupboards 

in the evening including all the furniture and then setting everything out each morning. We started 

off with very limited financial resources but with numerous jumble sales and support from parents 

our journey began. 

We opened seven further nurseries in Bedfordshire and Middlesex before the opportunity arose at 

Longwood as one of the first day nurseries to be allowed to open in Hertfordshire in 1989. Beverley 

was appointed the manager of Longwood Nursery from the start. The buildings were in a terrible 

state with smashed windows, burnt out roof and ceilings, the parquet floors were buckled feet in the 

air due to rain ingression, all the copper wiring and plumbing had been stripped out. However slowly 

the renovations started with a small office by apple, the kitchen and use of the Cherry and Apple 

rooms only. As the nursery grew in numbers, so we renovated additional rooms. 

The school started in 1992 after overwhelming requests from parents acknowledging the nurturing 

and caring family ethos exemplified by Beverley. The rest of the buildings were refurbished over 

several more years to be enhanced with our new Key Stage 2 building in 2000. Beverley’s two 

wonderful girls went through the Longwood system and have even returned to work here as part of 

their careers. Then Beverley’s 

grandchildren did the same to become 

such happy, confident and charming boys. 

There are many close family bonds of 

friendship at Longwood that will last 

ongoing.    

Although we are all very sad to see 

Beverley leaving, the management 

transition will be easy as we are in the 

strong position of having so many 

experienced, well-qualified, longstanding 

and enthusiastic staff, who will ensure 

Longwood continues to thrive. I wish to 

thank the so many key staff remaining 

loyal; many for decades. 
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The new management structure from 21st August will involve Claire May, the head teacher, who will 

have ultimate responsibility for the management of the school, nursery and wraparound care. The 

current other nursery managers will then be responsible for the nursery management on a day-to-

day basis. These staff are Alison Lapihuska (senior nursery manager) (BA Hons Education Studies) - 

worked at Longwood for 25 years; Marietta Gilbert (nursery manager) (Level 4) - worked at 

Longwood for 24 years; Kirsty Nakabale (nursery manager) (Level 4) – worked at Longwood for 14 

years; Natasha Goncalves (deputy nursery manager) (BA Hons Early Childhood Education) – worked 

at Longwood for 5 years and Lizi Winstanley (deputy nursery manager) (level 3) – worked at 

Longwood for 10 years. Joanne West will continue to be the school wrap around and holiday scheme 

manager (Level 3) – worked at Longwood for 27 years. I will continue to govern, support and advise 

where appropriate.    

Another year passes at Longwood – perhaps one of the most memorable for the wrong reasons – 

but I’m so pleased that most of the children have now returned busy and happy once again.  

We wish to thank you for your kind support and commitment to Longwood. The new intake for the 

September Reception Class in school is looking very healthy as usual, and the nursery is nearly full 

again for the next academic year up to August 2021.  

 
From Mrs May 
 
I would just like to add that Bev was a huge help to me when I joined Longwood and I will miss her 
advice and words of wisdom! All the staff and I wish her all the best. We look forward to giving her a 
party in August. I know that she has an exciting future ahead of her but she will be missed! 
 

Safeguarding – online gaming 

It has come to my attention that many of our older children are playing online games such as 

Roadblox. Playing such games is fun and a great way for the children to relax. However, there are 

associated dangers and as parents, you have a duty to inform yourself of their online activities and 

protect your children as best you can. I would urge you all to read this article 

https://www.getsafeonline.org/blog/roblox-what-is-it-and-how-safe-is-it/ and also look at the 

websites suggested in our e-safety Advice to Parents, which is on the website under “Policies”. You 

must make sure that your settings are all correct and that your child is as safe as possible. 

 
Head Lice 
 
A case of head lice has been reported this week. Please can all parents check their children (and 
themselves!) and treat as necessary. 
 
 
School Reports 
 
Reports are now ready to be distributed. If your child was in school today, they should have brought 
their report home. Other reports will be given out next week. If your child is not currently attending 
school, their report will be posted by the last day of term. 

 

https://www.getsafeonline.org/blog/roblox-what-is-it-and-how-safe-is-it/
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Plans for the Last Week of Term 
 
If the weather is not good enough, we will have to cancel the UKS2 day out on Tuesday and the LKS2 
and KS1 picnics on Wednesday. If that happens, Year 5 will have to stay at home on Tuesday and 
children due to join the picnics will have to stay at home on Wednesday. A final decision will be 
made by 8am for the trip on Tuesday and by 10am for the picnics on Wednesday. Let’s keep our 
fingers crossed for decent weather on both days. 
 
 
Preschool Videos 
 
Every year, our preschool children put on a show/assembly for their parents at the end of the year. 
Unfortunately, this year it has not been possible, but we have videoed some of their songs for you. 
They are on the Longwood website under Gallery, Videos. We hope you enjoy their performances.  
 
 
Nursery News 
 
On Wednesday in Oak, we decided to play “Hide and seek” outside. We all took turns to count to ten 

and we enjoyed finding places to hide! Also, we have been practising our fine motor skills by using 

good control when cutting paper with scissors. Well done Oak children, your work looks amazing!!  
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Cherry children 

enjoyed 

searching for 

insects, looking 

under logs and all 

around the 

garden. They 

were excited 

when we found 

an earwig, a bee 

and a woodlouse. 

We brought them 

in and looked at 

them through a 

magnifying glass. 

 

 

 

 

Little Willow 

have been 

looking at purple 

this week. Here 

they are 

developing their 

mark-making 

skills as they 

explore table top 

painting with 

purple paint. As 

you can see the 

children really 

enjoyed getting 

their hands 

messy. 

 

  



Longwood Newsletter 
 

 

  

 

It has been so lovely to hear Marietta singing and playing her guitar with the Oak children from 

down the corridor from the offices this week. 

  

Congratulations 
 
Mrs Rastrick sent Reyah’s work to me on Monday. The 
children have been mixing their maths and art lessons. 
Reyah took a square, adapted it and tessalated it to form a 
pattern. Then she used watercolours to great effect and 
the result was amazing. What a wonderful creation. A very 
well-earned Head Teacher’s award for Reyah!  
 

Mrs Bointon has recommended Jasmine B for an award 

this week. Online, she has always worked really hard and 

concentrated well. Her mum sends me her work and it is 

consistently neat and well presented. She came back to 

school yesterday and was extremely well behaved and 

worked really hard all day. This is great to hear, Jamine. 

Well done! 
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Dates for your Diary  

NB – All new items are highlighted.  

 
Date Time & Place Event Notes 

Tuesday 7th July 9-3.30pm UKS2 day out Nothing extra required, as 
children are already 
bringing packed lunches 

Wednesday 8th 
July 

12.15 Picnic in the field for 
KS1 and LKS2 

Nothing extra required, as 
children are already 
bringing packed lunches 

Friday 10th July 11am Year 6 Leavers’ 
Celebration 

Details emailed on 26.6.  

Wednesday 9th 
Sept 

6pm, FS classroom (or 
possibly online – 
details to follow) 

A chance to meet 
Miss Stentiford and 
learn more about 
how Letters and 
Sounds is taught 

All FS parents strongly 
encouraged to attend. Not 
suitable for young children. 

Thursday 10th 
Sept 

6pm, FT / FW 
classrooms (or 
possibly online – 
details to follow) 

A chance to meet 
Miss Tomazini or Mrs 
Wallis and learn 
more about how 
Letters and Sounds is 
taught 

All preschool parents 
strongly encouraged to 
attend. Not suitable for 
young children. 

Tuesday 15th Sept 6pm, KS1 classroom 
(or possibly online – 
details to follow) 

A chance to meet 
Mrs Bointon and 
learn more about 
how Letters and 
Sounds is taught 

All KS1 parents strongly 
encouraged to attend. Not 
suitable for young children. 

Wednesday 16th 
Sept 

6pm, LKS2 classroom 
(or possibly online – 
details to follow) 

A chance to meet 
Mrs Rastrick and 
learn more about the 
new school year 

All LKS2 parents strongly 
encouraged to attend. Not 
suitable for young children. 

Thursday 17th 
Sept 

7pm, UKS2 classroom 
(or possibly online – 
details to follow) 

A chance to meet 
Mrs Bresler and learn 
more about the new 
school year 

All UKS2 parents strongly 
encouraged to attend. Not 
suitable for young children. 


